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In this talk, I examine the external and internal syntax of instrumental indem-clauses 
in German. As a subordinating conjunction, indem takes a finite TP as its complement 
and triggers verb final position, cf. [1]: 
 

[1] Max hat Maria beleidigt, 
 Max have.3SG Maria offend.PTCP 

 

[1] [CP [C0 indem] er sie vollkommen ignoriert hat]. 
           indem he her.ACC completely ignore.PTCP have.3SG 

 

  ‘Max offended Maria by completely ignoring her.’ 
 

Semantically, indem introduces, as Sæbo (2011: 1435) puts it, an action as an 
instrument of another action. In [1], the action of ignoring is understood as an 
instrument of the action of offending. Accordingly, the main task of the instrumental 
clause is to elaborate on the content of the matrix clause by providing more specific 
content (cf. Behrens & Fabricius-Hansen 2002 and Bücking 2014 for more details). 
 I provide evidence showing that instrumental indem-clauses can operate only on the 
content level and that they cannot be interpreted epistemically, nor can they modify a 
speech act (contrary to how many other types of adverbial clauses behave). 
Furthermore, I argue that although indem-clauses are restricted to a particular 
interpretation, they can attach at two distinct heights in the matrix clause. If they are 
analyzed as central adverbial clauses, they attach as TP adjuncts. If, on the other hand, 
instrumental indem-clauses are treated as peripheral adverbial clauses, they are JP 
adjuncts (Krifka 2023). Main evidence for the analysis comes from: i) variable binding 
and Principle C effects, ii) movement to the left periphery of the matrix clause, and 
iii) licensing conditions of weak and strong root phenomena (Frey 2023). 
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